




Master Arts Teaching (MAT) with an Emphasis in Secondary School Education

Master Arts Teaching (MAT) with an Emphasis in
Secondary School Education
Requirements for Missouri Initial Teacher
Certification
Prior to or upon Admission, students must make available official
academic transcripts to the Coordinator of Educator Certification
in the School of Education to complete and evaluation of
coursework. Based on this transcript evaluation, the Coordinator
of Educator Certification will identify the exact number of credit
hours that an MAT candidate will require to complete initial
teacher certification with respect to Missouri Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) requirements.
Prior coursework, such as transfer courses and content area
courses, will be identified from the students' transcripts. Using
this evaluation, an academic advisor, in conjunction with the
coordinator of Teacher Certification, will prepare a personalized
program of study for the student. Students may be required to
take more than the required coursework listed for the emphasis
area. Students should talk to their advisor and the teacher
certification professionals at Webster University throughout their
program to understand how any changes to DESE requirements
are accommodated in their personalized program of study. 

Background Checks

Students are required to obtain various annual background
checks prior to field experiences. The state requires current
fingerprint clearance prior to issuing the teaching certificate.

State Assessments

To obtain a teaching licensure in Missouri, students are required
to complete a number of state assessments. State required
assessments are administered by designated agencies, and
students are required to pay all associated fees. All state
assessments are administered in a digital format. Students must
pass the state-required content assessment examination prior to
apprentice teaching. 

Practicum

Students must complete a 5000-level practicum and
accompanying practicum seminar with a grade of B or better.
To enroll in a practicum, students must submit an application by
September 15 for a spring placement and by February 15 for a fall
placement. No late applications will be accepted. Candidates must
meet with the Coordinator of Field Placement prior to applying for
practicum.  

Apprentice Teaching

Apprentice teaching and the accompanying apprentice teaching
seminar are required for all initial certifications. To enroll in
apprentice teaching, students must submit an application by
September 15 for a spring placement and by February 15 for a fall
placement. No late applications will be accepted. 

Prior to apprentice teaching students must have: 

• met all course and departmental assessment requirements,
including formal acceptance to teacher certification status. 

• successfully completed practicum and practicum seminar
with a grade of B or better.

• passed the state-required content assessment examination. 

Apprentice Teaching placements are made by the Field
Experience Office. Placements will be arranged with the St.  Louis
City, St. Louis County, St. Charles County, and Jefferson County
School Districts along with private and independent schools. All
candidates for certification must complete either their practicum or
apprentice teaching in a diverse setting.  
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