
Legal Studies (BA)

Legal Studies (BA)

This program is offered by the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences/Law, Crime and Social Justice Department.
It is available in person at the St. Louis main campus, via Live
Virtual (synchronous) and via hybrid online (asynchronous and
synchronous via Live Virtual).

Program Description
The bachelor of arts in legal studies is approved by the American
Bar Association (ABA) and is the only ABA program in the St.
Louis area. The degree is designed to meet the ever-changing
needs of the paralegal profession and prepares students to enter
the legal profession. We offer a solid, broad-based education
including legal specialty courses. Students will learn both the
theoretical and practical aspects of the law as they gain paralegal
knowledge and an understanding of the ethical framework in
which legal professionals function.  

BA degree-seeking students with a declared major in legal studies
may seek, concurrently with the degree, a certificate in paralegal
studies. All of the coursework is applied toward both the degree
and the certificate. To gain the certificate, students must pay a
second graduation fee. 

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the program, students will be able to:

• Demonstrate the fundamentals of legal reasoning and
analysis.

• Comprehend the Code of Professional Responsibility to be
able to address ethical dilemmas faced by lawyers and legal
assistants.

• Master the skills and knowledge necessary for understanding
legal issues working from both theoretical and practical
applications.

• Explain the essential goals of legal researching, legal and
logical reasoning and begin to develop legal writing skills.

• Be able to apply the theory of legal research and writing to
practical problems encountered in a legal environment.

• Distinguish the significant role that legal assistants/paralegals
have in the legal world and the practical skills necessary to
function in it.

Degree Requirements
For information on the general requirements for a degree, see
Baccalaureate Degree Requirements under the Academic Policies
and Information section of this catalog.

• 51 required credit hours
• Students must take at least nine (9) semester hours of

required Legal Specialty courses through synchronous
instruction.

• Applicable University Global Citizenship Program hours
• Electives

Curriculum
The 51 credit hours required for the legal studies major include
the following:

•


